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PURPOSE: To establish the responsibilities of field supervisors and officers assigned to 

patrol.                  

    

POLICY: The Cleveland Division of Police shall provide for supervision in patrol for 

the safety of the officers and proper response to service calls. 

 

District commanders shall assign lieutenants and sergeants to each of the 

patrol sections: first, second, and third platoons. The minimum supervisory 

staffing on first, second, and third platoons shall be two sector supervisors 

and a station Officer-in-Charge (OIC).  The platoon commander shall assign 

a sergeant as the OIC.  The district commander may assign a supervisor to the 

fourth platoon. 

 

Zone Cars (ZC) shall be staffed before Special Response Cars (SR Cars) are 

placed into service in the car plan.  If there are personnel beyond those 

required for the car plan, the platoon commander may decide to add either 

ZCs or SR Cars. 

 

DEFINITIONS: 

 

Extra Car: A two-officer patrol car not assigned to a zone (due to personnel in excess of 

the car plan).  These cars shall have a call number of XD#.  X indicates extra car, D 

indicates the assigned district, and # indicates which extra car in the district is being used. 

 

Platoon Commander: The platoon’s highest ranking officer.  

 

Special Response Car: A patrol car staffed with one patrol officer.  This patrol officer 

may not be a probationary officer. Special Response Cars may be dispatched to calls for 

service where available information indicates there is no apparent danger to the safety of 

the officer.  For assignment purposes, two Special Response Cars are equivalent to one 

Zone Car. 
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Zone Car: A patrol car staffed with two patrol officers or two field training officers and a 

probationary officer. 

 

PROCEDURES:   

 

I. Sector supervisors shall monitor radio and give particular attention to dispatched 

assignments.   

 

II. In the event of an immediate dispatch priority assignment for a ZC with either no 

ZC or only one SR Car available, the dispatcher shall contact the sector supervisor 

for instruction.  Sector supervisors have final authority for the dispatch of cars 

assigned to patrol. 

 

III. The platoon commander shall assign a superior officer to assume a sector 

supervisor’s duties when that assigned sector supervisor is unavailable due to 

investigations or other duties. 

 

IV. Patrol supervisors shall: 

 

A. Closely monitor the status of patrol cars on assignments. 

 

B. Ensure that patrol cars notify the Communications Control Section (CCS) of 

arrival times, departure times and the disposition of each assignment.   

 

C. Respond frequently to the locations of SR Car and ZC assignments.  

 

D. Ensure dispatch of two SR Cars when a ZC is not available and information 

indicates a danger to the officer.   

 

V. When two SR Cars respond to an assignment, they shall determine a rendezvous 

point, then respond to the scene together. The rendezvous point will not be in view 

of the scene, but in close proximity to allow a correct response after the units have 

met and an approach has been planned. 

 

VI. Patrol Cars shall not stop a vehicle without notifying the dispatcher of the location 

and the license number of the vehicle. An officer shall not leave a police vehicle to 

check persons or suspicious circumstances without giving the dispatcher the 

location and the reason for the stop. 
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VII. If an SR Car receives an assignment and there is reason to believe it would subject 

the officer to personal danger greater than that inherent in the occupation, the 

officer may decline that assignment.  CCS shall advise the sector supervisor and the 

sector supervisor shall evaluate the circumstances of the assignment and make a 

decision regarding the dispatch of the assignment. 
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